
4 OFFICIAL WATER CONSERVATION GUIDE FOR SANTA CRUZ COUNTY

To advertise in our publications, please call  
(831) 688-7549   
The Official Water Conservation Guide for Santa Cruz 
County is a publication of Times Publishing Group, 
Inc., located at 9601 Soquel Dr., Aptos, CA 95003. 
Entire contents © 2019 by Patrice Edwards.
All rights reserved. 
 
Reproduction in any form is   prohibited 
without publisher’s written permission.

DESIGNED ON A MAC 
PRINTED IN THE USA
ON RECYCLED PAPER

Times Publishing Group, Inc.
9601 Soquel Drive | Aptos, CA 95003
Phone: 831.688.7549 | Fax: 831.688.7551
sales@cyber-times.com

OVERVIEW
of WATER IN
SANTA CRUZ
COUNTY

Welcome to the Water Conservation 
Guidebook for Santa Cruz County. 

This book was created by the Water Conservation 
Coalition, a partnership between all of the local 
Water Districts in Santa Cruz County, the County 
Water Resources Division, and Ecology Action. 
Santa Cruz County surface water and groundwater 
provide drinking water for residents and visitors, 
critical habitat to numerous threatened and 

endangered species, and opportunities for recreational and commercial 
activities. Like many other areas of California, the County faces water 
resource challenges including impaired water quality, inadequate water 
supply, overdrafted groundwater basins, depleted streams, and degraded  
riparian habitat.

The overwhelming majority of Santa Cruz’s water supply is locally derived 
– a unique situation in a state supported by large federal and state water 
projects. Domestic supply within the Region is provided by eight public 
agencies, mutual water companies, and individual and shared wells and 
springs. The City of Santa Cruz, Live Oak, and parts of the North Coast 
rely on surface water from streams and reservoirs. The San Lorenzo Valley 
uses both surface and groundwater. From Capitola/Soquel South to 
Watsonville as well as Scotts Valley, water supply is almost entirely reliant 
on groundwater resources. Approximately 55% of the human water use in 
the County is for residential uses, about 45% goes to agriculture which is 
concentrated in the South.

Even before the current drought began, surface water supply was barely 
sufficient to meet demand and many of our groundwater basins were 
in overdraft and at risk of saltwater intrusion. Ongoing water supply 
problems are aggravated by drought, and will not be resolved by a single 
storm or wet year. Changes in weather patterns threaten water resources 
into the future. Balancing water supply with environmental needs and 
other uses is a challenge that requires a collaborative effort. Since our 
domestic supply is local, we have both the opportunity and responsibility 
to find solutions to these challenges ourselves. Local water agencies are 
working toward long term solutions to ensure our water security, but 
using less water is one critical piece of the water supply puzzle.
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Retaining Wall Systems • Pavers 
Flagstone & Slate • Real / Artificial 

Turf • Topsoil & Compost
Organic Veggie Mix • Custom Mixes

Sawdust • Boulders

Stepping Stones • Ponds & Pumps
Decorative Rock & Bark

Soil Amendments
Screened Dirt • Fertilizers

Synthetic and Organic Fertilizers

831-688-6211
www.aptoslandscapesupply.com

5035 Freedom Blvd. Aptos, CA 95003
Mon-Sat 7:30 – 5:00

COME SEE OUR LARGE SELECTION OF LANDSCAPE MATERIALS! 
We deliver anywhere • Call us for more information!

CONSERVE WATER WITH ARTIFICIAL TURF AND ROCKSCAPES


